
  
1. Call to Order and Open Public Meetings Statement.
  
2. Pledge of Allegiance.
  
3. Roll Call.
  
4. Agenda Questions by Council Members.
  
5. Honors and Awards.

Proclamation in Recognition of the Retirement of Lt. Thomas Hammill
Proclamation in Recognition of the Stop & Shop Employees

  
6. Approval of Minutes.
  
7. Council Reports.
  
8. Borough Administrator’s Report.
  
9. Borough Attorney’s Report.
  
10. Mayor’s Report.
  
11. Public Participation.

(21 minutes total; 3 minutes each speaker limited to items on this Agenda, including Work
Session).

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 14, 2023 – 7:00 PM 

 

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK:

The Mission of the Highland Park Borough Council is to establish a government based upon the
principles of good government: ethics, efficiency and the effective provision of services.

The Borough Council is committed to creating a thriving community, which is sustainable
economically, environmentally and socially.

The Borough Council is further committed to creating a community which values its unique and diverse
populations and encourages direct public participation in the governing process.

AGENDA

* Denotes Consent Agenda Posted Items. Ordinarily, consent agenda items, pursuant to Ordinance
No. 920, are not read nor debated unless there is a request by a member of Council or the public.
Furthermore, unless requested by a member of Council for a separate vote, all consent agenda items, as
per Council’s Rules of Order, Article IV, shall be considered in the form of one MOTION.
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12. Ordinances Requiring a Second Reading.
   
 12.a Ordinance No. 23-2067  An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing the Code of the

Borough of Highland Park, Chapter 380 Taxicabs, "Fares"
 
a. Public Hearing.
b. MOTION to adopt/reject Ordinance No. 23-2067 
MOTION adopt/reject                                                               ROLL CALL VOTE

  
13. Ordinances Requiring a First Reading.
   
 13.a Ordinance No. 23-2068 Calendar Year Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget

Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)
 
MOTION to approve/reject Ordinance No. 23-2068, authorize publication as required by
law, and set up public hearing for April 4, 2023  ROLL CALL VOTE

   
 13.b Ordinance No. 23-2069  An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing the Code of the

Borough of Highland Park, Chapter 7 Traffic, "Schedule X, Stop Intersections"
 
MOTION to approve/reject Ordinance No. 23-2069, authorize publication as required by
law, and set up public hearing for April 4, 2023  ROLL CALL VOTE

  
14. Resolutions requiring a Separate Reading.
   
 14.a 3-23-82  Resolution to  Amend 2023 Municipal Temporary Budget

MOTION adopt/reject                                                ROLL CALL VOTE
   
 14.b 3-23-83 Resolution Amending Resolution No. 2-23-53 – 2023 Standing Committees

MOTION adopt/reject                                    ROLL CALL VOTE
  
15. Consent Agenda Items - Resolutions.

MOTION adopt/reject ROLL CALL VOTE
   
 15.a *3-23-84  Resolution Awarding Agreement for Police Off-Duty Detail Management

Services to Visual Computer Services, Inc. (Known as "Jobs4Blue")
   
 15.b *3-23-85  Resolution to Apply for Fiscal Year 2022 Staffing for Adequate Fire and

Emergency Response (SAFER) Grant from FEMA 
   
 15.c *3-23-86  Resolution Approving Professional Services Agreement with CME Associates

for Roadway Improvements to Riverview Avenue, Washington Avenue & Exeter Street -
NJDOT FY 2023 Municipal Aid Program

   
 15.d *3-23-87  Resolution to Approve Professional Services Agreement - Bond Counsel -

Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer
   
 15.e *3-23-88  Resolution to Approve Shared Services Agreement Designating the Middlesex
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County Fire Marshal's Office as the Local Enforcing Agency for the Borough of Highland
Park

   
 15.f *3-23-89 Resolution to Purchase Firefighter Turnout Gear Under State Contract with

Emergency Equipment Sales LLC
   
 15.g *3-23-90  Resolution Supporting the 2023 Distracted Driving Crackdown, UDrive. UText.

UPay., April 1 - 30, 2023 
   
 15.h *3-23-91  Resolution to Request Approval for 2023 - 2024 CDBG Fund Allocation
   
 15.i *3-22-92  Resolution to Authorize Execution of Agreement for Independence Day

Celebration Fireworks Display with Garden State Fireworks
   
 15.j *3-23-93  Resolution to Appoint Housing Authority Member - David Greenblatt
   
 15.k *3-23-94  Resolution to Amend Annual Salary Resolution
   
 15.l *3-23-95 Resolution Awarding Contract for 2023 Tree Planting Project to SCJ Lawncare

Inc.
   
 15.m *3-23-96  Resolution to Approve Bills List
  
16. Resolutions requiring a Separate Reading.
   
 16.a 3-23-97  Resolution to Approve Budget Transfers

     MOTION adopt/reject                                                ROLL CALL VOTE
 
 

  
17. Appointments.

Board of Health
     Tracy Cangiano
 
Community Food Pantry
     William Winfrey
 
Commission for Universal Access
     Chris Woodward, BOE Representative
 
Community Emergency Response Team
     Jason Culver, HP Police Dept. Representative
     Guy Palumbo, HP Police Dept. Representative
 
Council on Aging
     Ramona Rosas
     Leila Guzman
     Ah Lok
     Dee Donnelly
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Historical Commission
     Jeremy Gross
     Donald Beetham
     Grazina Strolia
     Tom Gylnnn
     Michele Pacioppi
     Andrea "Drea" Han
     Neil Fein
 
Human Relations Commission
    Sarah Ferreira 
 
Rent Leveling Board
     Lucinda Holt
     Diane Reh     
 
Safe Walking and Cycling Committee
      Eli Levine Goldberg
 
Highland Park Volunteer Fire Department        Edward Mejia Jr.
MOTION TO CONFIRM                                   ROLL CALL VOTE

  
18. Mayor Appoints the Following:

Environmental Commission
     Laurel Kornfeld
     Steve Barnes
     Michael Rosenberg
 
Planning Board
     Stephen Eisdorfer
NO CONFIRMATION NEEDED

  
19. Second Public Participation.

(3 minutes per speaker on any items; subject to 9PM conclusion prior to Work Session)
  
20. Recess (5 minutes).
  
21. Work Session Items:  No formal action to be taken.
  
22. Executive Session (if necessary).
  
23. MOTION to adjourn.
  
24. Next Scheduled Meeting:  April 4, 2023 @ 7 PM
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ORDINANCE NO. 23-2067

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK,” 

CHAPTER 380 TAXICABS, “FARES”

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park regulates the fares which can be charged by 
the owners or drivers of taxicabs licensed by said Borough; and

WHEREAS, the current fares authorized to be charged were established by Ordinance in 
1991 and last amended in 2014; and

WHEREAS, since 2014 the cost of operating taxicabs, including gas, tolls, taxes, 
healthcare, utilities and other costs have increased dramatically; and

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to authorize an adjustment to the fares charged by 
taxicabs to a level commensurate with those authorized in surrounding municipalities.

BE IT ORDAINED, THEREFOR, BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 
OF HIGHLAND PARK, MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JESEY, THAT:

Section 1. § 380-5 of the "Code of the Borough of Highland Park" which establishes 
fares which may be charged by the owner or driver of taxicabs licensed within the Borough for 
transportation of passengers is amended to read as follows ([bracketed] fare is being deleted and 
the new fare is underlined):

§ 380-5.  Fares.

The prices which may be charged by the owner or driver of taxicabs licensed hereunder 
for transportation of passengers for hire within the Borough shall not exceed the following rates:

A. Regular fare.

(1) For the carriage of any two passengers from the same point of origin to the same 
point of discharge, the pints of origin and discharge being within the limits of the 
Borough and one of the points being north of the Pennsylvania Railroad tracks, the 
regular fare shall be $7.00 [$3.65 during 2014; $4.10 during 2015 and $4.50 during 
2016 or until further adjusted by the Borough]. The fare for each additional 
passenger to the same points described above shall be $1.00.

(2) For the carriage of any two passengers from the same point of origin and 
discharge, the points of origin and discharge both being within the limits of the 
Borough and not covered by Subsection A(1) as above, the regular fare shall be 
$6.00 [$3.35 during 2014; $3.65 during 2015 and $4.00 during 2016 or until further 
adjusted by the Borough].  The fare for each additional passenger to the same 
points described above shall be $1.00 [$0.65 during 2014; $0.85 during 2015 and 
$1.00 during 2016 or until further adjusted by the Borough].

B. The regular fare cited in Subsection A shall not apply to senior citizens during the following 
times:

(1) Monday through Friday, except between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
and between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

(2) All day Saturday.
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C. The fare for senior citizens during the time cited in Subsection B of this section shall be 
as follows:

(1) For the carriage of any one senior citizen from the point of origin to the point of 
discharge, the points of origin and discharge being within the limits of the Borough, 
the senior citizen fare shall be $6.00 [$2.50 during 2014; $2.75 during 2015 and 
$3.00 during 2016 or until further adjusted by the Borough].

(2) The fare for each additional senior citizen passenger to the same points described 
above shall be $1.00 [$0.65 during 2014; $0.85 during 2015; and $1.00 during 
2016 or until further adjusted by the Borough].

D. In the event that the point of origin and/or point of discharge is different for any of the 
passengers, then each passenger shall pay the regular fare of $6.00 [$3.50 during 2014; 
$3.75 during 2015 and $4.00 during 2016 or until further adjusted by the Borough] or 
senior citizens fare of $5.00 [$2.40 during 2014; $2.60 during 2015 and $2.75 during 2016 
or until further adjusted by the Borough] as provided in Subsections A, B and C.

E. For the carriage of three or four packages, the fare shall be an additional $1.00 [$0.25]. 
For the carriage of five to eight packages, the fare shall be an additional $2.00 [$0.50].

F. The rates for packages described in Subsection E above shall also apply to suitcases.

Section 2. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and publication as 
required by law.

Introduced on first reading by title:  February 21, 2023

ADOPTED:  

ATTEST: APPROVED:   

_____________________________ ______________________________
Jennifer Santiago Elsie Foster
Borough Clerk Mayor
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ORDINANCE NO. 23-2068

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

CALENDAR YEAR ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL
BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK

(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et seq., provides that in 
the preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 2.5% 
unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, 
subject to certain exceptions; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized 
by ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and 
the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two 
succeeding years; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park in the 
County of Middlesex finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2023 budget by up to 
3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety 
and welfare of the citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council hereby determines that a 3.5% increase in 
the budget for said year amounting to $145,742.06 in excess of the increase in final appropriations 
otherwise permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park hereby 
determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final 
budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding 
years.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Highland Park, in the County of Middlesex, a majority of the full authorized 
membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2023 budget year, 
the final appropriations of the Borough of Highland Park shall, in accordance with this ordinance 
and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14, be increased by 3.5% amounting to $510,097.21 and that the CY 2023
municipal budget for the Borough of Highland Park be approved and adopted in accordance with 
this ordinance; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 
appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in 
either of the next two succeeding years; and
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Ordinance No. 23-2068
Page 2

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be 
filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; 
and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a certified copy of this ordinance, upon adoption, 
with the recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such 
adoption.

Introduced on first reading by title:  March 14, 2023

ADOPTED:  

ATTEST: APPROVED:   

_____________________________ ______________________________
Jennifer Santiago Elsie Foster
Borough Clerk Mayor
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ORDINANCE NO. 23-2069

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK, CHAPTER 7 TRAFFIC, 

“SCHEDULE X, STOP INTERSECTIONS”

BE IT ORDAINED that the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park, County of 
Middlesex that Chapter 7 of the “Code of the Borough of Highland Park” is amended to read as 
follows, [ ] material deleted; underlined material added:

1. Chapter 7, Section 6.2, Schedule X, Stop Intersections is amended as follows:

1. North side: North Sixth Avenue (north) at intersection with South Park Avenue

2. South side: Eden Avenue (east) at intersection with South Eleventh Avenue

3. Triangle: Avon Road (west) at intersection with Columbia Street

2. Regulatory and warning signs shall be erected and maintained to effect the above-
designated stop intersection regulations as authorized by the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation.

3. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and publication as provided for by law.

Introduced on first reading by title:  March 14, 2023

ADOPTED:  

ATTEST: APPROVED:   

_____________________________ ______________________________
Jennifer Santiago Elsie Foster
Borough Clerk Mayor
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RESOLUTION NO. 3-23-82
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION TO AMEND 2023 TEMPORARY BUDGET

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19 allows for a municipality to adopt a temporary budget 
within the first 30 days of its budget year when contracts, commitments or payments need to be 
made prior to the adoption of the regular budget, and

WHEREAS, THE Borough of Highland Park requires additional appropriations to 
maintain operations until such time that the Borough Budget is adopted,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park, County of Middlesex, that the following additional temporary emergency budget 
appropriations be authorized:

DEPARTMENT TYPE AMOUNT
Environmental Commission O/E   $275.00
Office of Emergency Management O/E $1,500.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be transmitted to 
the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 3-23-83
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH 2023 COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEES

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that the Standing 
Committees of said Council for the year 2023 shall be and are hereby established as follows:

RECREATION AND ARTS Councilpersons POSTELNIK, Canavera, Kim-Chohan

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING Councilpersons HALE, Kim-Chohan, Hersh

FINANCE Councilpersons KIM-CHOHAN, Postelnik, Hale

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Councilpersons CANAVERA, Hersh, George

PUBLIC SAFETY Councilpersons GEORGE, Hale, Canavera

PUBLIC WORKS & PUBLIC UTILITIES Councilpersons HERSH, George, Postelnik

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the first Councilpersons listed above for each Committee shall 
serve as Chair of that Committee.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby certify the foregoing 
to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough Council at a meeting held on March 14, 
2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik

11



RESOLUTION NO. -3-23-84
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

AWARDING AGREEMENT FOR POLICE OFF-DUTY DETAIL
MANAGEMENT SERVICES TO VISUAL COMPUTER SERVICES, INC. 

(KNOWN AS “JOBS4BLUE”)

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution 5-22-126, the Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park authorized the solicitation of proposals through the competitive 
contracting provisions of the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
4.1 et seq., for purposes of selecting a qualified firm to provide Police Off-Duty Detail 
Management Services for the Borough of Highland Park; and

WHEREAS, on January 26, 2023, and consistent with the Request for Proposals
Documentation issued by the Borough, the Borough received two proposals to render the 
services from: Visual Computer Solutions, Inc. (commonly known as “Jobs4Blue”) and 
Off Duty Management, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, the Attorney’s Office reviewed the proposals and has determined 
that both comply with the minimum requirements for submission of a proposal under the 
RFP Documentation; and 

WHEREAS, the Police Department and Administrator have reviewed the 
proposals and based on their review, have submitted a written report to Council 
recommending that the contract be awarded to Visual Computer Solutions, Inc. because 
its proposal is most advantageous to the Borough, price and other factors considered; and

WHEREAS, all fees paid to Visual Computer Solutions, Inc. for the Police Off-
Duty Detail Management Services shall be paid directly by vendors using police officer 
services, with no cost to the Borough. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The above preamble is incorporated herein as if set forth at length.

2. The Council hereby awards an agreement for Police Off-Duty Detail 
Management Services to Visual Computer Solutions, Inc. for an initial 
term of 2 years with the option to renew for up to 3 successive 1-year 
terms (for a total term of up to 5 years).  Vendors using the services shall 
pay to Visual Computer Solutions, Inc. an 8% service fee and 4% credit 
card fee. No fees shall be paid by the Borough.

3. The Mayor and Clerk shall be authorized and directed to execute an 
Agreement with Visual Computer Solutions, Inc. consistent therewith.

4. A copy of this Resolution, and the executed Agreement, shall be placed on 
file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.
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Resolution No. 3-23-84
Page 2

5. The Clerk shall publish a notice in the official newspaper of the Borough
summarizing the award of the Agreement and a statement that the 
Resolution and Agreement are on file and available for public inspection 
of the Office of the Borough Clerk.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do 
hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland 
Park Borough Council at a meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 3-23-85
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION TO APPLY FOR STAFFING FOR ADEQUATE FIRE AND 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE (SAFER) GRANT FROM FEMA 

WHEREAS, the Highland Park Fire Department has seen an uptick in emergency calls 
and desires to increase the amount of frontline firefighters available to respond to these calls; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Emergency Management Association (FEMA) has funds 
available for this purpose through their Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency (SAFER) 
grant program; and 

WHEREAS, the Highland Park Fire Department desires to apply for this grant funding
which does not require a cash match; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute and submit, 
on behalf of the Highland Park Fire Department, the grant application to FEMA.

2. The Mayor and the Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement 
upon acceptance on behalf of the Borough of Highland Park and that their signature 
constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions and approves the execution of the 
grant agreement. 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 3-23-86
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RESOLUTION – CME ASSOCIATES
ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS TO RIVERVIEW AVENUE, WASHINGTON AVENUE, 

& EXETER STREET

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park has need of the services of an engineer to 
provide engineering services in connection with the Roadway Improvements to Riverview 
Avenue, Washington Avenue, & Exeter Street, in accordance with letter proposal from Bruce 
Koch, CME Associates, dated February 16, 2023, attached to the original of this resolution; and

WHEREAS, such services are professional services as defined in the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, CME Associates, Parlin, N.J., is a firm of licensed engineers of the State of 
New Jersey with extensive experience in providing these services; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire to provide for the method of compensation of 
said consulting engineer; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the 2023 Temporary Budget, Capital
Fund Account No. C-04-55-832-001 in an amount not to exceed $137,639.00, and will be 
provided for in the 2023 Municipal Budget as adopted, as reflected by the certification of funds 
by the Chief Financial Officer no. 2023-26.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized and directed to execute and attest on behalf 
of the Borough an Agreement for professional services with CME Associates, 3141 
Bordentown Avenue, Parlin, NJ 08859, a copy of which is attached to the original of this 
original, 

2. Notice of this contract be published as required by law and that a copy of executed 
Agreement be placed on file in the office of the Borough Clerk.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION 3-23-87
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT - BOND 
COUNSEL - WILENTZ, GOLDMAN & SPITZER

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park has need of the services of Bond Counsel for 
bonding and related matters the calendar year of 2023; and

WHEREAS, such services are professional services as defined in the Local Public Contracts 
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, Esqs., is a firm of attorneys at law of the State of 
New Jersey with extensive experience in bonding and related matters and has heretofore been 
appointed as Borough Bond Counsel for 2023; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire to provide for the method of compensation of 
Bond Counsel; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are not to exceed the amount of $40,000.00 without 
further resolution of Council; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the 2023 Temporary Budget, in Finance 
and various General Capital Accounts, in an amount not to exceed $40,000.00, and will be provided 
for in the 2023 Municipal Budget as adopted, as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief 
Financial Officer no. 2023-27.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized and directed to execute and attest on behalf of 
the Borough, an Agreement for professional services with Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, 
Esqs., a proposed copy of which is attached hereto.

2. Notice of this contract be published as required by law and that a copy of executed 
Agreement be placed on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 3-23-88
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT DESIGNATING 
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE AS THE LOCAL 

ENFORCING AGENCY FOR THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:8-1 et seq. authorizes municipal local units to enter into 
contracts with one another for the purpose of providing shared services; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park has a need for a local enforcing agency pursuant to 
the provisions of the Uniform Fire Safety Act and Regulations for Fire Code Enforcement; and 

WHEREAS, a shared services agreement would be beneficial to the taxpayers in both the 
municipality and the county; and

WHEREAS, an agreement entitled “Shared Services Agreement between Middlesex County Fire 
Marshal’s Office and Borough of Highland Park as the Local Enforcing Agency for the Borough of 
Highland Park pursuant to the provisions of the Uniform Fire Safety Act and Regulations for Fire Code 
Enforcement, for the purpose of enforcing the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code and the regulations has 
been proposed and found acceptable and is attached to this Resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park that:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the aforementioned 
Agreement.

2. Pursuant to NJSA 40A:65-1, a certified copy of the within Resolution shall be forwarded to 
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government Services.

3. A certified copy of the Resolution and a fully executed copy of the Agreement be forwarded 
to the Highland Park Borough Administrator and Highland Park Chief Financial Officer as 
well as the Middlesex County Fire Marshal’s Office.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 3-23-89
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION TO PURCHASE FIREFIGHTER TURNOUT GEAR
UNDER STATE CONTRACT WITH EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT SALES LLC

WHEREAS the Borough of Highland Park’s Fire Department is in need of ten sets of 
new turnout gear and personal protective equipment (PPE) for fire response; and

WHEREAS, public bids are not required when the purchase is under a State Contract in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12 of the Local Public Contracts Law; and

WHEREAS, the Borough desires to purchase said turnout gear under State Contract No. 
17-FLEET-00808, from Emergency Equipment Sales, LLC, 119 Winterwood Avenue, Ewing, NJ 
08638, at the State contract prices; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Grant Fund Account No. G-02-41-
767-200, in an amount not to exceed $28,000.00, and will be provided for in the 2023 Municipal 
Budget as adopted, as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief Financial Officer no. 
2023-28.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The Borough Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to execute said agreement to 
purchase turnout gear under State Contract No. 17-FLEET-00808, from Emergency 
Equipment Sales, LLC, 119 Winterwood Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08638, for a total amount not 
to exceed $28,000.00, in accordance with the attached quote.

2. Certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Borough Administrator, 
Superintendent of Public Works, and the Chief Financial Officer.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 3-23-90
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE 2023 DISTRACTED DRIVING CRACKDOWN,
UDRIVE. UTEXT. UPAY, APRIL 1 – 30, 2023 

WHEREAS, distracted driving is a serious, life-threatening practice that is 
preventable and can result in injuries and deaths to all road users (motorists, pedestrians and 
bicyclists); and

WHEREAS, distracted driving occurs when drivers divert their attention away from the 
task of driving to focus on another activity instead; and

WHEREAS, in 2018 alone distracted driving-related crashes resulted in 2,841 deaths 
and 400,000 injuries on our nation’s roads; and

WHEREAS, in New Jersey distracted driving was listed as a contributing circumstance 
in 50 percent of all motor vehicle crashes in 2018; and 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey will participate in the nationwide UDrive. UText. 
UPay. Distracted Driving 2023 Crackdown from April 1 – 30, 2023 in an effort to raise 
awareness and decrease driver distraction through a combination of enforcement and education; 
and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety will reimburse the 
Borough up to $7,000 for police enforcement of the distracted driving campaign. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that by the Borough Council of the Borough 
of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough 
Council declares its support for the Distracted Driving 2023 Crackdown both locally and 
nationally from April 1 - 30, 2023 and pledges to increase awareness of the dangers of distracted 
driving.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 3-23-91
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FOR 2023 – 2024 CDBG FUND 
ALLOCATION

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that the following 
schedule of proposed use of CDBG funds allocated to the Borough of Highland Park for the funding period 
2023 – 2024 be and the same is hereby approved and a certified copy hereof be submitted to the Middlesex 
County Housing and Community Development Committee for their approval. If there is a reduction in the 
CDBG allocation, the reduction should be divided evenly to each project. 

Dept. of Aging: Senior Outreach $13,000

Dept. of Aging: Senior Transportation $15,000

Dept. of Community Services: Teen Center Keyless Entry $5,000

Dept. of Recreation: Molimock-Graff Park Improvements $7,000

Dept. of Recreation: Summer Camp Program/HP Gives A Hoot $20,000

Dept. of Recreation: Community Youth Outreach Programs $13,445

Highland Park Community Food Pantry $3,000

TOTAL $76,445

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 3-23-92
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT FOR 
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION FIREWORKS DISPLAY WITH 

GARDEN STATE FIREWORKS

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park desires to participate in a joint fireworks 
display with the City of New Brunswick on Sunday, July 2, 2023 with a rain date of Monday, 
July 3, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, proposals from fireworks companies were solicited by the Department of 
Community Services and the results were as follows:

D&M Fireworks LLC, $17,000, available on all dates
Garden State Fireworks, $15,000, available on all dates
Celebration Fireworks, $25,000, available on all dates

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park and the City of New Brunswick will equally 
share in the costs of this event and the City of New Brunswick will reimburse the Borough for its 
portion of the costs; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Account No. R-19-56-850-001 in an 
amount not to exceed $15,000.00, with a reimbursement amount from the City of New 
Brunswick in the amount of $7,500.00, and will be provided for in the 2023 Municipal Budget as 
adopted, as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief Financial Officer no. 2023-29.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Highland Park of 
the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to sign the contract agreement with Garden 
State Fireworks, PO Box 403, Millington, NJ 07946-0403, for the Independence Day 
Celebration Fireworks Display to be held on Sunday, July 2, 2023 with a rain date of
Monday, July 3, 2023.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 3-23-93
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION TO APPOINT HOUSING AUTHORITY MEMBER

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that the 
following shall be and are hereby appointed to serve as a member of the Highland Park Housing 
Authority for a term to expire as indicated:

David Greenblatt unexpired term of September 1, 2026

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION 3-23-94
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO ANNUAL SALARY RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that the annual 
Salary Resolution No. 01-23-20, which was adopted on January 21, 2023, showing the names, titles 
and salaries of the officers and employees of the Borough of Highland Park, is amended as follows: 

Nathaniel Smith, Laborer, $41,620.80 annually, effective 3/01/2023

Debra Federico, Violations Clerk $43,832 annually, Effective 3/16/2023

Cyrus Shahidi, Part-Time Recreation Seasonal Staff, $14.13 hourly, Effective 03/19/2023

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby directed to make 
the necessary changes in the payroll records of the Finance Department in accordance with the 
changes established by this resolution.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby certify 
the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough Council at a 
meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 3-23-95
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR 2023 SPRING PLANTING PROJECT 
TO SJC LAWNCARE, INC.

WHEREAS, pursuant to duly advertised Notice to Bidders solicited pursuant to the 
provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law, on February 23, 2023, nine (9) bids were received for 
the 2023 Spring Planting Project as follows:

1. SJC Lawncare, Inc.;
2. NJ Tree Foundation; 
3. Sunset Creations, Inc.;
4. Harmony Tree Cove LLC;
5. Frank Galbraith & Son, Excavation 

& Demolition;

6. On Site Landscape Management;
7. TC Landscape Construction Group, Inc.;
8. Aspen Landscaping Contracting, Inc.;
9. Scenic View Landscaping; and

WHEREAS, bids were solicited based on the unit prices of the sought-after trees/plants, for 
a base contract (for the trees/plants) with an optional item (for on-going watering services); and

WHEREAS, at this time, the Borough seeks to award the contract for the base contract 
alone, and not the optional item; and

WHEREAS, the Borough intends to revise the portion of the specifications for the optional 
item (on-going watering services) and to re-advertise the solicitation of said optional item; and

WHEREAS, the lowest bid for the base contract amount was submitted by SJC Lawncare, 
Inc., with a unit price bid of $11,836.00; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney’s office has reviewed the bid documents submitted by 
SJC Lawncare, Inc. and advises that its submission is in compliance with the minimum bidding 
requirements; and

WHEREAS, based on the anticipated quantities, the not to exceed contract amount shall be 
$42,000.00; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Grant Fund Account No. G-02-
41-766-200, in an amount not to exceed $42,000.00, and will be provided for in the 2023 Municipal 
Budget as adopted, as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief Financial Officer no. 2023-
30.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The Council hereby awards a contract to SJC Lawncare, Inc.,, 305 Elizabeth Avenue, 
Cranford, NJ 07016, for the 2023 Spring Planting Project for the base contract/unit price of 
$11,836.00 and total not to exceed contract amount of $42,000.00 (based on anticipated quantities).
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RESOLUTION NO. 3-23-95
Page 2

2. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute an Agreement 
consistent herewith.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby certify 
the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough Council at a 
meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 3-23-96
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL OF BILLS LIST

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that all 
claims presented prior to this meeting as shown on a detailed list prepared by the Borough 
Treasurer, and which have been submitted and approved in accordance with Highland Park 
Ordinance No. 1004, shall be and the same are hereby approved; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall include in the minutes of 
this meeting a statement as to all such claims approved as shown in a Bills List Journal in 
accordance with said Ordinance.

The bills approved for payment at this meeting, Bills List 3/14/2023 can be found in the 
Bills List Journal Book No. 43.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 3-23-97
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE BUDGET TRANSFERS

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that 
transfers of 2022 budget appropriation balances shall be made as follows:

Budget Transfer #6

Description    From     To  

Clerk S&W 40,000.00 
Tax Collector S&W 7,000.00 
Group Insurance OE 47,000.00 
Fire S&W 26,000.00 
Other Insurance OE 20,000.00 
Capital Improvement Fund

100,000.00 

120,000.00 120,000.00 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on March 14, 2023.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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