
  
1. Call to Order and Open Public Meetings Statement.
  
2. Pledge of Allegiance.
  
3. Roll Call.
  
4. Honors, Awards and Presentations.

 
Swearing-In:
    Trey Wilson, Highland Park Police Officer
 
Promotions:
  Sean McGraw, Sergeant
  Adalberto Pacheco, Sergeant

  
5. Approval of Minutes.

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 20, 2024 – 7:00 PM 

To attend the meeting electronically, please follow the instructions below:

By phone:
1-929-205-6099
Webinar: 920 9574 9666

By computer, smartphone or tablet:
https://zoom.us/j/92095749666

 

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK:

The Mission of the Highland Park Borough Council is to establish a government based upon the
principles of good government: ethics, efficiency and the effective provision of services.

The Borough Council is committed to creating a thriving community, which is sustainable
economically, environmentally and socially.

The Borough Council is further committed to creating a community which values its unique and diverse
populations and encourages direct public participation in the governing process.

AGENDA

* Denotes Consent Agenda Posted Items. Ordinarily, consent agenda items, pursuant to Ordinance
No. 920, are not read nor debated unless there is a request by a member of Council or the public.
Furthermore, unless requested by a member of Council for a separate vote, all consent agenda items, as
per Council’s Rules of Order, Article IV, shall be considered in the form of one MOTION.
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6. Council Reports.
  
7. Borough Administrator’s Report.
  
8. Borough Attorney’s Report.
  
9. Mayor’s Report.
  
10. Public Participation.

(21 minutes total; 3 minutes per speaker limited to items on this Agenda. Comments from members
of the public attending the meeting in-person will be heard first, followed by members of the public
attending the meeting via Zoom.)

  
11. Ordinances Requiring a Second Reading.
   
 11.a Ordinance No. 24-2082  Calendar Year Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget

Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)
 
a.  Public Hearing
b.  MOTION to adopt/reject Ordinance 24-2082
                                                                                     ROLL CALL VOTE

  
12. Consent Agenda Items - Resolutions.

MOTION to adopt/reject ROLL CALL VOTE
   
 12.a *2-24-83  Resolution Authorizing Professional Services Agreement with NV5 for

Continued Engineering and Design Services related to the 2018 Safe Routes to School
Project

   
 12.b *2-24-84  Resolution to Cancel Outstanding General Account and Bail Account Checks
   
 12.c *2-24-85  Resolution to Execute Grant Agreement with Middlesex County for Open

Space, Recreation and Farmland and Historic Trust Fund Grant of $85,500 for
Improvements to the Felton Ave Tot Lot

   
 12.d *2-24-86  Resolution to Amend Annual Salary Resolution
   
 12.e *2-24-87  Resolution Authorizing Application to Sustainable Jersey for PSEG Capacity

Building Grant
   
 12.f *2-24-88  Resolution Authorizing Termination of All Participation Under the State Health

Benefits Plan (SHBP)
   
 12.g *2-24-89  Resolution to Approve Bills List
  
13. Appointments.

Emergency Management Council
     Nancy Wolf, CERT Member
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14. Second Public Participation.

(3 minutes per speaker on any topic; subject to 9 PM conclusion prior to Work Session. Comments from
members of the public attending the meeting in-person will be heard first, followed by members of the public
attending the meeting via Zoom.)

  
15. Recess (5 minutes).
  
16. MOTION to adjourn.
  
17. Next Scheduled Meeting:  March 5, 2023 @ 7 PM
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ORDINANCE NO. 24-2082

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

CALENDAR YEAR ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL
BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK

(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et seq., provides that in 
the preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 2.5% 
unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, 
subject to certain exceptions; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized 
by ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and 
the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two 
succeeding years; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park in the 
County of Middlesex finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2024 budget by up to 
3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety 
and welfare of the citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council hereby determines that a 3.5% increase in 
the budget for said year amounting to $157,153.36 in excess of the increase in final appropriations 
otherwise permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park hereby 
determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final 
budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding 
years.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Highland Park, in the County of Middlesex, a majority of the full authorized 
membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2024 budget year, 
the final appropriations of the Borough of Highland Park shall, in accordance with this ordinance 
and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14, be increased by 3.5% amounting to $550,036.76 and that the CY 2024
municipal budget for the Borough of Highland Park be approved and adopted in accordance with 
this ordinance; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 
appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in 
either of the next two succeeding years; and
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Ordinance No. 24-2082
Page 2

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be 
filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; 
and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a certified copy of this ordinance, upon adoption, 
with the recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such 
adoption.

Introduced on first reading by title:  February 6, 2023

ADOPTED:  

ATTEST: APPROVED:   

_____________________________ ______________________________
Jennifer Santiago Elsie Foster
Borough Clerk Mayor
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RESOLUTION NO. 2-24-83
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH 
NV5 FOR CONTINUED ENGINEERING AND DESIGN SERVICES RELATED TO THE 

2018 SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park was awarded $250,000 from the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation (NJDOT) for the 2018 Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park was included in the NJDOT’s design assistance 
program, whereby the costs related to engineering and design for the 2018 SRTS project are fully 
reimbursable up to $400,000; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park selected NV5 as its preferred consultant for the 2018
SRTS project from a pool of engineering design consultants established by NJDOT through a quality-based 
selection process; and

WHEREAS, a contract for these services may be awarded without public advertising for bids as 
the contract is for “Professional Services” as defined by the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
5(1)(a)(i); and

WHEREAS, NV5 provided a revised proposal for final design services for the 2018 Safe Routes 
to School project dated August 25, 2023 in the amount of $129,485.97, bringing the new total engineering 
costs to $307,806.73; and 

WHEREAS, NJDOT approved the revised proposal for final design services; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Capital Fund Account No. C-04-55-821-001
in an amount not to exceed $129,485.97 for a total contract amount not to exceed $307,806.73, and will be 
provided for in the 2024 Municipal Budget as adopted, as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief 
Financial Officer no. 2024-42.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough 
of Highland Park that:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized and directed to execute and attest on behalf of the 
Borough an Agreement for professional services with NV5, 800 Lanidex Plaza, Suite 300, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054, a copy of which is attached hereto.

2. Notice of this contract shall be published as required by law and that a copy of executed Agreement 
be placed on file in the office of the Borough Clerk.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby certify 
the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of said Borough on 
February 20, 2024.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 2-24-84
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION TO CANCEL OUTSTANDING GENERAL ACCOUNT
AND BAIL ACCOUNT CHECKS

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park, County of 
Middlesex, State of New Jersey:

1. The Municipal Court Administrator, Tracey Horan, shall be and is hereby authorized 
and directed to draft a check in the amount of $130.00 made payable to the Borough of 
Highland Park as unclaimed funds from outstanding checks on the General Account.  
Said check is to be forwarded to Nerea Champion, Chief Financial Officer, who will 
process the check accordingly.  

2. The Municipal Court Administrator, Tracey Horan, shall be and is hereby authorized 
and directed to draft a check in the amount of $260.00 made payable to the Borough of 
Highland Park as unclaimed funds from outstanding checks on the Bail Account.  Said 
check is to be forwarded to Nerea Champion, Chief Financial Officer, who will process 
the check accordingly.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to 
the Chief Financial Officer and Municipal Court Administrator forthwith.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of said Borough 
ON February 20, 2024.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 2-24-85
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION TO EXECUTE AGREEMENT WITH MIDDLESEX COUNTY FOR AN 
OPEN SPACE, RECREATION AND FARMLAND AND HISTORIC TRUST FUND 

GRANT FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FELTON AVE TOT LOT

WHEREAS, the Borough desires to make improvements to the Felton Ave Tot Lot; and

WHEREAS, an application for funding was submitted to the Middlesex County Open 
Space, Recreation and Farmland and Historic Trust Fund to cover half of the project costs; and

WHEREAS, in a letter dated February 8, 2024, Middlesex County notified the Borough 
that its request was granted and the Borough would receive $85,500 toward improvements to the 
Felton Ave Tot Lot. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

1) The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the 
Middlesex County Open Space, Recreation and Farmland and Historic Trust Fund grant 
agreement in the amount of $85,500, a copy of which is attached to this Resolution.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on February 20, 2024.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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AGREEMENT 

 

THIS AGREEMENT made this _____ day of ______ 2024 between the COUNTY 

OF MIDDLESEX, a municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey, having its principal 

offices at 75 Bayard Street, in the City of New Brunswick, New Jersey (hereinafter known 

as “COUNTY”) and the BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK, a municipal corporation of 

the State of New Jersey, having its principal office at 221 South Fifth Avenue, Highland 

Park, New Jersey 08904 (hereinafter known as “BOROUGH”), 

 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

 

WHEREAS, the COUNTY by Resolution #96-1478, established Open Space and 

Farmland Preservation Trust Fund pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:12-10 et seq. and N.J.S.A. 

40:12-16 et seq. and adopted operating procedures therefor; and 

WHEREAS, subsequent thereto, the statute governing the aforesaid trust fund 

was amended, which amendment, inter alia, changed the name of the fund to the Open 

Space Recreation and Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund (the “Trust Fund”) 

and set forth the permissible use of Trust Fund monies; and 

WHEREAS, by resolution 97-1891, the COUNTY established the Trust Fund 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:12-16 et seq., as amended by P.L. 1997, c.24 (N.J.S.A. 40:12-

15.1 et seq.); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:12-15.6, the governing body of any County 

which has established an “Open Space, Recreation and Farmland and Historic 

Preservation Trust Fund” may, by resolution, distribute monies deposited therein to 

municipalities within the County to be used for purposes for which the Fund was 

established; and 
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WHEREAS, the BOROUGH has submitted a proposal to the COUNTY in 

connection with the improvement and/or development of a Green Acres area known as 

the Felton Ave Tot Lot, which includes the following: new ADA-friendly play surface and 

structure, installation of a patio area, new picnic tables & benches, installation of a rain 

garden, and landscaping more fully outlined in a request dated January 23, 2024 from 

the Borough of Highland Park Mayor, Elsie Foster and attached hereto as Exhibit “A” 

(“Project”); and 

WHEREAS, the COUNTY has evaluated said proposal and finds that it meets the 

purposes for which monies deposited in the “Open Space, Recreation and Farmland 

and Historic Preservation Trust Fund” may be utilized; and 

WHEREAS, by resolution dated______________   , 2024 (#24-         -R), the 

COUNTY authorized a grant agreement under the Middlesex County Open Space, 

Recreation and Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund with the BOROUGH for 

the amount not to exceed Eighty-Five Thousand, Five Hundred dollars and 00/100 cents 

($85,500.00) for the purpose of funding, in part, the Project;  

WHEREAS the COUNTY and BOROUGH are desirous or effectuating and 

implementing the terms of said grant agreement;  

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants 

between the parties herein and contained herein, the COUNTY and the BOROUGH 

hereby agree as follows: 

 

1.  The COUNTY shall provide up to Eighty-Five Thousand, Five Hundred dollars and 

00/100 cents ($85,500.00), said funds coming from the Trust Fund.  Grant Funds 

shall be used solely and exclusively for the Project, as set forth above and more fully 

described in Exhibit “A.”    
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2. The COUNTY shall make payment of said grant funds to the BOROUGH as more 

fully set forth herein.  Funds shall be made available in the amount of Eighty-Five 

Thousand, Five Hundred dollars and 00/100 cents ($85,500.00) for fiscal year 2024. 

 

3. The BOROUGH acknowledges that the funds provided by the COUNTY hereunder 

are to be used solely for purposes permitted by the Middlesex County Open Space 

Fund Allocation Policy and N.J.S.A. 40:12-15.1 et seq.  

 

4. The BOROUGH further acknowledges and agrees that the grant funds shall be 

utilized exclusively for the construction costs of the Project set forth above and only 

for those items more specifically described in the “Borough of Highland Park Felton 

Ave Tot Lot Request” dated January 23, 2024 in the attached Exhibit “A”.  

 

5. The COUNTY shall make payment to the BOROUGH under the following conditions: 

a. The submission by the BOROUGH of a certified copy of the resolution or 

ordinance, whichever is appropriate, authorizing the execution of this contract.   

b. The submission by the BOROUGH of a certified copy of the summary of bid 

results for construction of the Project.    

c. Payments shall be made on a reimbursement basis only, after the BOROUGH 

has submitted an invoice with supporting documentation on payments made 

by the BOROUGH for the Project.   

d. Payments will be made for up to fifty percent (50%) of the actual construction 

costs, as determined by the lowest bidder, not to exceed the total amount of 

the grant, with the BOROUGH responsible for matching contributions up to 

the amount of the grant and one hundred percent (100%) of the actual 

construction costs thereafter.  
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e. Payments shall be made only for the portion of grant that has been allocated, 

as outlined in Paragraph 2.    

Upon completion of the Project, the BOROUGH shall submit a certification from the 

BOROUGH Authorized Architect/Engineer of the as-built costs thereof to the County 

Director of Parks and Recreation. 

 

6. The BOROUGH agrees that, in undertaking the Project, it shall comply with all 

applicable laws including, but not limited to, the “Local Public Contracts Law” 

(N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) and the “Prevailing Wage Law” (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25 et 

seq.). 

 

7. The BOROUGH acknowledges that the funds provided by the COUNTY hereunder 

are to be used for purposes permitted by the “Open Space, Recreation and Farmland 

and Historic Preservation Trust Fund”.  Should any of the COUNTY funds be utilized 

for any other purpose, for items not included in the “Borough of Highland Park Felton 

Ave Tot Lot Request” dated January 23, 2024 or should the property upon which the 

Project is situated cease to be used for open space and/or recreation purposes, then 

the BOROUGH shall be required to return the full amount of the grant to the 

COUNTY. 

      

 8.     If the BOROUGH is required to file a Recreation and Open Space Inventory (ROSI) 

with the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Green Acres Program, 

the BOROUGH shall list the property or that portion of the property that is a part of 

the PROJECT, on the ROSI. 
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9.   The BOROUGH shall notify the COUNTY of the pre-construction meeting and any 

subsequent construction meetings for the Project that involve the BOROUGH 

Authorized Architect/Engineer, municipal staff, and the approved contractor; the 

COUNTY shall have the option of providing a staff member from the Office of Parks 

and Recreation or Office of Engineering to attend these meetings.  If the BOROUGH 

installs a project sign during construction, the BOROUGH shall include the Middlesex 

County Board of County Commissioners (“Board”) as funding partner.  At the 

conclusion of the Project, the BOROUGH shall also install and maintain a County-

approved Recreational Improvement sign.  The County shall provide the 

Recreational Improvement sign. 

 

10. The BOROUGH further agrees that the Project shall be completed within three (3) 

years from the date that this Agreement is executed by both parties.  Should the 

Project not be completed within three (3) years, or any extension which may be 

granted by the COUNTY in its sole discretion, then the BOROUGH shall return to 

the COUNTY that portion of the grant which represents the percentage of the Project 

which remains unfinished, as determined by the County Director of Parks and 

Recreation or the County Engineer. 

  

11. The BOROUGH shall ensure that the construction work related to the Project 

complies with the Americans With Disabilities Act (hereinafter referred to as the 

“ADA”), as well as the BOROUGH’s maintenance of the Project thereafter.  

Additionally, the BOROUGH agrees to defend, indemnify and otherwise save 

harmless the COUNTY from all ADA violations.  The BOROUGH further agrees to 

make the Project available without regard to race, color, gender, sexual orientation, 

religion, national origin, or any other protected characteristic. 
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12. The BOROUGH shall defend, indemnify and otherwise save harmless the COUNTY, 

its agencies, departments, bureaus, boards, officials and employees from any and 

all claims or actions at law to the fullest extent permitted by law, whether personal 

injury, property damage or liabilities, including the cost of defense arising out of acts 

or omissions, whether negligent or not, of the BOROUGH, its employees, officials, 

contractors, subcontractors and/or agents in the design, development, planning, 

construction, operation and/or maintenance of the Project, or that arise out of any 

failure to perform the obligations under this Contract or any other improper 

performance.  The BOROUGH’S duty to defend, indemnify, and otherwise save 

harmless the COUNTY shall also apply when the active or passive negligence of the 

COUNTY is alleged or proven. 

 

13. The BOROUGH acknowledges that the COUNTY’s sole obligation hereunder and in 

connection with the Project is the provision of the aforesaid grant.  The BOROUGH 

commits to properly maintain the recreational improvements according to the 

manufacturer’s specifications.  Maintenance includes, but is not limited to, 

inspection, maintenance, repair, and/or replacement of playground equipment and 

safety surfacing, annual G-max test of safety surfacing for impact attenuation, 

maintenance, repair, painting, and/or replacement of picnic tables, benches, and 

patio, maintenance and care of rain garden, landscaping, and trees, and inspection 

and repair of walking paths. Failure to maintain the facilities will require the 

BOROUGH to return the grant money to the COUNTY. 
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14. The parties agree to undertake all necessary actions which are required to effectuate 

the terms of this Agreement, including the adoption of all necessary instruments and 

the execution of all necessary documents. 

  

15. This Agreement represents the entire Agreement between the parties, and it shall 

only be modified through a subsequent written amendment approved by the 

respective governing bodies of both parties. 

  

16. This Agreement shall be interpreted and shall be governed by the laws of the State 

of New Jersey. 

  

17. This Agreement shall be binding upon the parties and their legal representatives, 

successors, and assigns. 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be 

executed by the proper corporate officers and have their proper corporate seals affixed 

hereto, the day and year first above written. 

 
ATTEST:      COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 
 
_________________________________ _______________________________ 
AMY R. PETROCELLI, Clerk   RONALD G. RIOS, Director 
Board of County Commissioners   Board of County Commissioners 
 
 
 
ATTEST:      BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 
 
 
__________________________________ _______________________________ 
JENNIFER SANTIAGO, Borough Clerk  ELSIE FOSTER, Mayor 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

Borough of Highland Park Felton Ave Tot Lot Request  
Felton Pocket Park Cost Estimate 

Engineering Plans 
Dated January 23, 2024 
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THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

221 SO. 5TH AVENUE 
HIGHLAND PARK, NJ 08904 

TEL: (732) 572-3400 
FAX: (732) 777-6006 
www.HPBORO.com 

 
January 23, 2024 
 
Ronald G. Rios 
County Commissioner Director 
County Administration Building, 1st Floor 
75 Bayard Street 
New Brunswick, NJ 08901 
 
Dear Commissioner Director Rios: 
 
On behalf of the Borough of Highland Park, I am writing to request funding from the Middlesex County 
Open Space Recreation Trust Fund for improvements to our Felton Avenue Tot Lot, a beloved pocket 
park on the south side of Highland Park.  
 
As you know, Highland Park is the municipality with the third-highest population density in Middlesex 
County. With only 1.8 square miles and more than 15,000 residents, we have an extremely limited 
amount of land available for recreation and even the smallest public spaces are precious. The Felton 
Avenue Tot Lot, dated though it has become, is a popular destination for parents with young children. 
It became essential during the height of the COVID emergency, as it provided a safe place for outdoor 
play and socialization during a time when school and daycare options were limited.  
 
The Tot Lot currently consists of a dated climbing structure on an asphalt surface that is in poor 
condition. We are proposing to completely overhaul the park by adding: a new, ADA-friendly play 
surface and structure, a patio with a small grassy, open area for children to play in, and a few picnic 
tables and benches for parents. We also intend to install a rain garden and plant shade trees in 
consultation with Sustainable Highland Park and the Shade Tree Advisory Committee.  
 
Attached please find a concept plan and cost estimate for the Felton Ave Tot Lot that was prepared by 
our engineering firm, CME Associates. The total project cost is $171,000 and the Borough has already 
allocated the necessary funds for its portion ($85,500), assuming a 50% match requirement. We are 
prepared to move quickly with these improvements upon confirmation of funding. Ideally, we would like 
to have a ribbon cutting for the new space by mid-summer.  
 
Thank you so much for your consideration, both the community and myself look forward to your 
decision.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Mayor Elsie Foster 
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ITEM DESCRIPTION QUANTITY U/M UNIT COST TOTAL

1 Clearing Site, Mobilization and Demobilization 1 LS $10,000.00 $10,000.00
2 Play Surface with Concrete Curb 1 LS $34,757.50 $34,757.50

3 Play Equipment Including Materials and Labor 1 LS $44,478.16 $44,478.16
4 Decorative 6' Bench, including anchoring and 

concrete pad
4 UN $3,000.00 $12,000.00

5 Decorative Trash Receptacle, including 
anchoring

1 UN $1,500.00 $1,500.00

6 Decorative Recycling Receptacle, including 
anchoring

1 UN $1,500.00 $1,500.00

7 Interlocking Concrete Pavers with Sub-base 85 SY $170.00 $14,450.00

8 4' High Timber Split Rail Fence with Mesh Wire 100 Lf $23.50 $2,350.00
9 Typical Picnic Table 3 UN $3,000.00 $9,000.00
10 Bike Rack, 5-Loop, including concrete 

foundations
1 UN $1,500.00 $1,500.00

11 Topsoil, Fertilze, Lime, and Seed All Lawn Areas 1 LS $8,000.00 $8,000.00

12 Clethra alnifolia - Summersweet: 24"-36" 8 UN $50.00 $400.00

13 Itea virginica - Sweetspire: 24"-36" 8 UN $50.00 $400.00
14 Ornamental Trees and Shade Trees 3 UN $500.00 $1,500.00
15 Evergeen Groundcover: Juniper horizontalis - 

Creeping Juniper 
60 UN $30.00 $1,800.00

16 Grounded Mounted Sign 1 UN $2,000.00 $2,000.00

17 Allowance for Work Not Specified 1 LS $10,000.00 $10,000.00
Estimated Construction Cost $155,635.66

10% Construction Contingency $15,600.00
ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST $171,235.66

SAY: $171,000.00

FELTON POCKET PARK
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

CONCEPT COST ESTIMATE
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RESOLUTION NO. 2-24-86

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO ANNUAL SALARY RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park. County of 
Middlesex, State of New Jersey:  that the annual Salary Resolution No. 1-24-12, which was adopted 
on January 2, 2024, showing the names, titles and salaries of the officers and employees of the 
Borough of Highland Park, is amended as follows: 

Michael Bobish, Library Director, $117,300.00 Salary, Effective 01/01/2024
Jonathan Coster, Laborer, $21.54 Hourly, Effective 2/20/2024
Jennifer Calo, Crossing Guard, $20.64 Hourly, Effective 01/26/2024
Andrew McSherry, Full-time Fire Fighter, $50,000.00 Salary, Effective 02/26/2024
Beverly Spool, Part-time Instructor, $42.00 Hourly, Effective 02/16/2026

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby directed to make 
the necessary changes in the payroll records of the Finance Department in accordance with the 
changes established by this resolution.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby certify 
the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough Council at a 
meeting held on February 20, 2024.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 2-24-87
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION TO SUSTAINABLE JERSEY FOR 
PSE&G CAPACITY BUILDING GRANT 

WHEREAS, Sustainable Highland Park (SHP) seeks to update their website and make it 
a more dynamic tool for recruitment and outreach; and

WHEREAS, Sustainable Jersey has funds available for these purposes through their 
PSEG Grant program; and 

WHEREAS, Borough Council desires to apply for this grant funding in the amount of 
$2,000 which requires no cash match; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute and submit
the grant application to Sustainable Jersey.

2. The Mayor and the Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement upon 
acceptance on behalf of the Borough of Highland Park and that their signature constitutes 
acceptance of the terms and conditions and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on February 20, 2024.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 2-24-88
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE TERMINATION OF ALL PARTICIPATION 
UNDER THE STATE HEALTH BENEFITS PLAN

WHEREAS, the Borough participates in the State Health Benefits Plan (SHBP) to 
provide health insurance benefits to its active employees; and

WHEREAS, SHBP premiums have increased more than 30 percent over the past three
years and in an effort to stabilize these costs for the Borough and its employees, the Borough 
Administrator has solicited proposals from qualified health insurance providers; and

WHEREAS, the Borough has a proposal from the Central Jersey Health Insurance Fund 
that would provide medical and prescription coverage that is equal to or better than the SHBP. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Highland Park that: 

1) The Borough of Highland Park (SHBP Employer Location No. 021000) hereby resolves to 
terminate its participation in the Program Medical Plan and Prescription Plan thereby 
canceling coverage provided by the SHBP for all its active employees.

2) We shall notify all active employees of the date of their termination of coverage under the 
Program.

3) We understand that the New Jersey Division of Pensions & Benefits (NJDPB) will notify 
retired employees, if any, of the cancellation of their coverage.

4) We understand that all COBRA participants will be notified by the NJDPB and advised to 
contact our office concerning a possible alternative health, prescription drug, and dental 
insurance plan.

5) We understand that this resolution shall take effect the first of the month following a 60-
day period beginning with the receipt of the resolution by the State Health Benefits 
Commission. 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 
Council at a meeting held on February 20, 2024.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik
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RESOLUTION NO. 2-24-89
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL OF BILLS LIST

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that all 
claims presented prior to this meeting as shown on a detailed list prepared by the Borough 
Treasurer, and which have been submitted and approved in accordance with Highland Park 
Ordinance No. 1004, shall be and the same are hereby approved; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall include in the minutes of 
this meeting a statement as to all such claims approved as shown in a Bills List Journal in 
accordance with said Ordinance.

The bills approved for payment at this meeting, Bills List 2/20/2024 can be found in the 
Bills List Journal Book No. 44.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 
certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Borough Council of said Borough 
on February 20, 2024.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
Canavera
George
Hale
Hersh
Kim-Chohan
Postelnik

41


	Council Meeting Agenda
	Item 11.a - 2082 - CAP_Bank_Ordinance.docx
	Item 12.a - 2483-NV5_2018_SRTS_continued_svcs.docx
	Item 12.a - NV5 - 2018 Safe Routes to School Project.pdf
	Item 12.b - 2484-CFO unclaimed monies Resolution.docx
	Item 12.c - 2485-Agreement_MC_Felton_Tot_Lot.docx
	Item 12.c - Grant Agreement for Highland Park Felton Ave Tot Lot - FINAL.pdf
	Item 12.d - 2486- Amend Salary Template - Feb 20 2024.docx
	Item 12.e - 2487-SJ_PSEG_Grant_Reso_V1.docx
	Item 12.f - 2488-SHBP_termination_reso (1).docx
	Item 12.g - 2489-Bills_List_-_2.20.2024.docx

